
When Zohair* was born in Marrakech in 2008, his mother, Fatima*, was 18 years 
old. She was not married and would not reveal the name of Zohair’s father after 
he had broken his promise of marriage and abandoned her and her unborn child. 
Fatima and Zohair lived with Fatima’s parents for a year. Her father became 
increasingly abusive and Fatima, worried for her son's safety, moved to Agadir to 
live with family friends.  

When Zohair was 5 years old, Fatima met a man who said he would take care of 
her. The man exploited her and introduced her to drugs when she was at her 
most vulnerable. Soon, she became addicted and lost her job. Fatima and Zohair 
moved into the man's house, however he was violent with the both of them. One 
day, Zohair tried to defend his mother and received a strike on his face which 
has scarred him for life. Trying to protect him, Fatima sent Zohair back to the 
home of her family friends.  

Not long after Zohair's return, the family could no longer care for Zohair. The
family contacted Fatima to take him back, but Fatima knew she couldn't take 
care of him. Instead, Zohair was brought to a residential centre in 2015. Zohair 
wants to stay in contact with his mother, as well as the family friends, but needs 
individualised support as these relationships can be difficult and stir up painful 
feelings of loss. In 2016, the centre contacted Fatima to try to return Zohair to her
care, but she said she was living on the streets. Zohair's mother also needs to 
know Zohair is safe and well looked after, whilst she works towards improving 
her own situation.  

Zohair has nightmares which sometimes wake up the other children. He also 
wets the bed on a regular basis. He needs specialist care from a social worker 
and psychologist to help him recover from past experiences. He needs a family 
environment in which he is accepted and feels safe.  

He enjoys going to school and loves being creative but he is struggling with 
reading and writing. He needs a foster carer who can nurture his love of learning 
and help him overcome his challenges. 

Zohair's Story

*Names have been changed.

This story is an example of the kind of vulnerable children that our foster 
care project will be helping.


